Reducing inequalities in non-fatal accidents in England
Sirs,
McCarthy and Primatesta
1 report data on non-fatal accidental injuries from two waves of the Health Survey for England according to gender and occupationa social class. However, they fail to report statistical analysis of this data making interpretation, at best, conjectural. In particular, there is no clear evidence presented in the paper concerning trends in socioeconomic inequalities in major accidental injuries, as suggested by the title.
Using odds rations, 2 we have analysed the data referred to by McCarthy and Primatesta -although we found that the data published in the sources they cite 3, 4 is slightly different from that published in their article for the years 2000-2001. The Table  shows the results of our analyses. We do not present data on work-related accidental injuries as we were unable to access appropriate sample sizes for the 2000-2001 cohort.
